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U. SITE CONDITIONS AND BACKGROUND 

A. Background 
I. Site Description - The Site area is located in Dimock, a rural area of northeastern 

Pennsylvania in Susquehanna County. A map of the area is included below. 
2. History - Cabot began 

drilling for natural gas 
in the Dimock area in 
2008. Methane 
contamination was 
detected in private 
wells thereafter in 
concentrations 
exceeding those 
previously found. 
PADEP had the lead 
in investigating the 
environmental 
complaints in 
Dimock. PADEP 
entered into a Consent 
Order and Agreement 
(CO&A) with Cabot 
which required 
permanent restoration 
or replacement of the 
affected water supply. A public water line was initially considered. P ADEP later 
modified the CO&A to require installation of "gas mitigation" systems for 19 
homes served by 18 private wells in the Site area. 1 Until the gas mitigation 
systems were installed, Cabot was to provide a temporary water source. Some well 
owners, within the scope ofthe PADEP CO&A, have gas mitigation systems 
installed, but others do not. While the gas mitigation systems were designed to 
remove methane, a potential exists that they may remove some hazardous 
substances as a by-product of their operation. Regardless, EPA does not know 
what, if any, hazardous substances these "gas mitigation" systems, originally 
designed to address methane, are removing. Therefore, EPA is including both pre
and post-treatment sampling in the scope ofthis action. Furthermore, there are 

1 It had originally been reported that 19 homes were served by the 18 wells included within the 
scope of the CO&A but the door-to-door home well survey conducted to date by EPA has 
identified that there are currently 21 homes served by 20 wells on those same properties. 
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Action by the Approving Official: 

I have reviewed the above-stated facts and, based upon those facts and the information 
compiled in the documents described above, I hereby approve/disapprove the selected removal 
action. 

Dennis P. Carney, As ciate Di 'sion Director 
Hazardous Site Cleanup Division 

DATE __ ~'~-~~~~t-~_~1-~~--

EPA Region 3 

DISAPPROVED: ---------------------
Dennis P. Carney, Associate Division Director 
Hazardous Site Cleanup Division 
EPA Region 3 
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